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LASD - Los Angeles County Sheriffs Dept Information Bureau (SIB) 
 
Advisory: Sheriff Jim McDonnell’s Statement Regarding the Passage of Senate Bill 54: 
Final Bill Reflects Law Enforcement Mission Already Underway 
 
The Legislature’s passage of Senate Bill 54 (SB 54) and the anticipated signing by 
Governor Brown, marks the end of a long, and at times, contentious debate about 
immigration and the role of law enforcement in California.  The legislation initially 
proposed, put to the test the trust that we in local policing must earn every day with the 
communities we serve.  
 
I strongly opposed SB 54 as initially introduced, because I viewed it as a threat to public 
safety.  I believe that the protections put in place by both the Trust Act and the Truth Act 
provided safeguards to our communities and focused federal immigration authorities on 
criminals who prey on our communities. 
  
SB 54, as passed by the legislature, is a very different bill today.  Thanks to the 
leadership of Governor Brown and his staff and members of the State Senate and 
Assembly, we can move beyond the bill’s early false premise that local law enforcement 
was going to act as immigration agents.  This is fundamentally not true and I, and other 
law enforcement leaders in California, had the opportunity to make that point. 
  
Introduced legislation is often amended and numerous compromises are made before a 
bill goes to the Governor and becomes law.  That is exactly what happened with SB 54. 
Governor Brown, as well as key members of the State Senate and Assembly, also 
engaged the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD) in a series of conference 
calls and briefings.  A compromise was struck with SB 54's authors.  SB 54 now largely 
reflects much of what the LASD implemented years ago and the work is well underway. 
  
SB 54, as passed by the Legislature, will now go to the Governor’s desk.  SB 54 clearly 
reflects what is working in Los Angeles County and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department.  While not perfect, SB 54 kept intact our ability to maintain partnerships 
with federal law enforcement officials 
 
